Peerless Resource Recovery
is giving a new definition to

“Root-top Parking”

Landfill operators Dale and George Behnen, have long no-
ticed that, in Dale’s words, “people were throwing away good
stuff.” In particular, roof shingles. About 30,000 tons of shin-
gles were coming to their landfill every vear,

Asphalt roofing shingles are made out of petroleum, ag-
gregate, and fiber. Road asphalt also is made out of petrole-
um, aggregate, and fiber. The Behnen's, owners of Peerless
Resource Recovery since 1994, wondered if asphalt roofing
shingles could be reused in the blacktop that goes on roads.

Dale Behnen began searching for information and attend-
ing roofing seminars that focus on shingle material. Her search
led Peerless to sponsor a seminar on roof-lo-road recycling at
the Missouri Botanical Garden on March 29-30 to share what
she had discovered. Along the way, she made contact with
roof-to-road recycling programs in other states and partici-
pated in a pilot project to build a road using recycled tear-off
shingles at the Antire Quarry.

“Missouri buries 150,000 tons of roof every year and it's
100 percent recyclable,” Dale Behnen said.

“Basically one hundred percent of what a roofing shingle is
is what an asphalt company buys to put in the asphalt mix,”
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she explained. “Every building has a parking lot or driveway,
50 why not use an asphalt base that has five percent to seven
percent recyeled shingles and get creative points for it?” re-
ferring to the Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign (LEED) certification,

“The potential for this application is enormous,” said Roger
Brown, vice president of Pace Construction Company, a 5t
Louis area road and bridge construction company, which has
experimented with using recycled shingles in asphalt pave-
ments state projects. Brown said that recycled shingles do not
add to the cost of traditional asphalt pavement mixes, “If we
are able to generate some momentum in the acceptance of this
practice, | think we could even see some cost savings,” he
added,

“The potential for this application is
enormous,” said Roger Brown, vice
president of Pace Construction Com-
pany, a St. Louis area road and bridge
construction company, which has ex-
perimented with using recycled shin-
gles in asphalt pavements state proj-

ects. Brown said that recycled shingles
do not add to the cost of traditional
asphalt pavement mixes. “If we are
able to generate some momentum in
the acceptance of this practice, I think
we could even see some cost savings,”
he added.

One of the speakers at the “Roofs 1o Roads” seminar, also
sponsored by the 5t Louis — Jefferson Solid Waste Manage-
ment District and the Missouri Department of Natural Re-
sources, was Ohio recycler, Steven Johnson, who owns Roof
to Road, LLC. “As soon as local governments realize the po-
tential this process has-not only to save landfill space, but to
create more resilient pavements- we'll be able to generate cost
efficencies all-around,” Johnson said. “The roofers will have
lower demolition costs and the roads will actually cost less
and last longer.”

With oil prices climbing a ladder to new highs every few
months, some people are asking if we can afford to keep throw-
ing oil away in for form of used roofing shingles, “Over 11
million tons are buried annually,” Dale Behnen said, "why
don't we do something with it2”
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